GRANGE -OVER  U23^.I-T  DISTr.ICT  COUI'CIL. 


AI^NUAL  REPORT 
OF  TI-]E 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 
FOR  T"E  YEL^-^R 


^953 


V.  ’i 


GRANGE -OVER UR3.AK  DIS'TRICr  COUMCIL 


Annual  Renort  of  the  Medical  Officer,  of  flealtl:,  f9r  the  Year 

1953* 


ULVERSTON, 
.December  5,  1954* 


To  the  Ctairman  and  Members  of  the 

Granre-over-Sands  Urban  District  Council. 

M r . C ha i r na n and  G e n 1 1 e me n , 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  health  for  the  year  .1953* 

GENERA L STATISfIGG  .-.ID  SOCIAL  COITDiriOrS. 


Area  (in  acres)  1,834 

Population  - Preliminary  Censusy  1951  3yOVl 

- Registrar  - General's  Estimate 
mid  - 1953  2-,  80? 

Humber  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1953  1 ,0?>3 

Rateable  Value  £32,031 

Sum  renresented  by  a Penny  Rate  _ £1 3C 


The  Urban  District  of  Grange-over-Sends  is  situated  on  the 
northern  shore  of  the  estuary  of  the  River  Kent  •vhich  forms 
part  of  Morecambe  Bay.  It  is  a residential  tovn  and  holiday 
resort.  ’ • . 

VITAL  STAR 133103. 

The  principal  vital  statistics  for  1953  and  for  the 
precsdine  five  years  are  given  in  the  table  on  page  2. 

Of  the  27  births  registered,  11  'ere  males  of  ''hich  tvo 
■'•■ere  ille  itimate.  and  13  ’■^•ere  females. 

Approximately  3^ . of  deaths  -^'ere  in  persons  of  5 years  of 
age  and  over  and  the  main  causes -of  death  'ere:-  Heart  Diseases 
24,  Vascular  lesions  of  nei-vous  system  15;;  and  Cancer  14* 
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The  t able  helo^v  shows  comparisons  between  birth  and  death  rates 
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Medical  Officer  of  liealth:- 


Other  Appoint -^nts  Held;- 


S-nitarj;  Inspector:- 


Other  Appointments  Keld;- 


J , X' . p K , p i 3-»  Chir  • j 

M.R.C.3.  , X,.H.C. p 

D.P.n. 

Medical  Officer  of  Fealth- 
Da  It  on-in-Fur  n.e  ss 
Urban  D istrict , Ulverstcn 
Urban  District , Ulverston 
Rural  District, 

Divisional  MediCdl  Officer- 
Health  Division  Ho.  1 - 
La n c a E ■' i e Co unt y C o un c i 1 . 

E . I'E  p Sanitary 

Insoector's  Certificate 
R.  S.  X.p  Inspector  of 
Meat  and  other  Foods. 
Chartered  Surveyoj^, 

Assistant  Surveyor. 
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S.4FIT.^aY  CI2Cm!5TAFCES  OF  THE  DISTrUCT. 


Water  Supply, 

The  ’.7ater  supply  to  G-range  Urban  District  is  from  moorland 
gathering  grounds  v/hich  are  not  cultivated  hut  are  grazed  by 
sheep. 

The  .gathei'’ing  grounds  are  situated  at  Chapel  House 
Plantation  in  the  Parish  of  Staveley  in  the  Ulverston  Pv.ural 
District  and  a further  area  at  Ne"'ton-in--Cartmel,  vvhere  the 
reservoirs  and  treatment  \7orks  are  situated.  The  reservoirs 
have  a total  capacity  of  32,500,000  gallons.  After  treatment 
'7ith  lime,  filtration  and  chlorination  the  r/ater  passes  to  a 
storage  tank  of  114.0,000  gallons  capacity  and  thence  to  the  trunk 
mains  for  distribution.  There  are  three  service  reservoirs  in 
Grange,  at  Windermere  Poad  (150,000  gallons),  Hampsfell 
(200,000  na lions )_  and  Wartbarron  (200,000  gallons)  uhich  serve 
as  reservoirs  in  case  of  interruption  in  trunk  mains  and  also 
for  equalising  demand  in  the  trunk  mains. 

The  supply  -as  adequate  throughout  the  year  and  it  mas  again 
unnecessary  during  the  summer  to  bring  into  operation  the 
emer^^ency  arrangements  of  previon.s  years  and  this  in  spits  of  a 
year^'^s  rainfall  mhich  mas  less  than  averoige. 

Seven  samples  rere  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
from  various  taps  in  the  district,  and  at  the  treatment  7/orks, 
all  'vere  found  to  be  satisfactory, 

Tmo  samples  for  chemical  examination  ’’?ere  taken  one  from 
a consumer's  tap  and  the  other  at  the  mater"'orks , both  "'ere 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

There  are  no  private  '-'utsr  supplies  'vithin  the  area  and  all 
houses  have  a piped  "'atsr  supoly. 

During  t-^e  year  350  yards  of  If'  diameter  main  ''as  laid  to 
replace  a small  service  pips  in  Kirkhead  Hoad,  '-'hich  improved 
the  si.ipply  to  the  area  for  present  c,nd  future  dsvslopement . 

Rainfall, 


J anuary 

3.55 

July 

5.07 

February 

1 ."S' 

Au^'-ust 

2.53 

March 

.75 

September 

5.75 

April 

2.82 

October 

2.09 

May 

2.5^- 

F ovember 

7.70 

June 

3.28 

December 

3.S5 

Year, 

First 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Total. 

Quarter, 

Quarter, 

Quarter . 

■Qu-arter 

• 

1S'39 

12.17 

8.20'  ' 

15.62 

13.19 

kS.15 

1 t:UO 

^.17 

5.35 

12.54 

1 7.61 

49 . "7 

1 hM 

9.68 

6.  -9 

9.78 

13.93 

40.08 

1 9^-2 

8.12 

7.85 

1 'h08 

1 '< . 50 

'5^.59 

1 9U3 

12.55 

1 2.36 

1 S . '’2 

1 5.20 

57.93 

1 S'i'-U 

3.61 

1 0.90 

1 6.22 

20.33 

56.0", 

1 5.22 

1 0.80 

1 0.20 

1 0.39 

44.-^1 

19U6 

12.97 

8.72 

20.1  2 

16.33 

53.6k 

1 9^1? 

9.39 

1 2.5-2 

9.87 

11.74 

43.92 

1 8 

1 6.36 

13.69 

. 14.95 

13. 39 

5°.  89 

1 S'49 

9.29 

9.1  8 

^■.06 

21 .02 

U8.55 

1 95^ 

11.83 

8.63 

21 . 04 

1 '^.37 

59.3^ 

1 9'h1 

1 5 . 86 

5.87 

1 5.~2 

12.80 

43,31 

1952 

10.38 

9.58 

3.1k 

1 0 . 2k 

33. 3U 

1953 

1 5 years 

5.97 

8.94 

13.50 

15.  74 

42.15 

average , 

11  .10 

9.35 

15.37 

1 9 . 39 

45.49 

Ss  '/sr  a vs 

a '"id  os -’age 

Dis'Dosal,- 

^ '"1  o 

se'-'erage  to  the  Urban 

District  is 

3 combined 

system 

and  the  d 

isposal  is 

by  rouph  sc 

reeni'ig  aiid 

af  ter'^ards 

discharge 

into  the 

tidal  estuary. 

Most 

of  the  di 

strict  is  ss 

•''ered,  apart 

from  isolated  areas 

■■'hich  are 

dependent 

on  septic  tank's.  These 

areas  are 

briefly , 

the  higher  parts  of 

Grange  Pell 

, The  Slac^: 

area  of  ’"M 

Tidermsre 

Road,  Lyndene  Estate,  a number 

of  farms  and 

Holme  Island, 

Se-’'a~e  from  ths  lomer  end  of  Gra'^rs  adjacent  to  the  rail-vay 
station  is  collected  in  a ’-ell  situated  in  the  Ornamental 
Gardens  -/here  dual  rumps  are  installed  to  lift  the  senane  into 
the  main  outfall  senor.  This  sener  runs  ths  full  length  of  f-ee 
Promenade  from  the  station  to  the  main  outfall  tanlrs^  n’-srs  the 
ss^/age  is  screened  and  discharged  into  t'/.e  estuarg.  The  higher 
'.larts  of  the  to  'ii  (excluding  Ker.ts  Ba '.h  Area)  discharge  into 
tributory  se-/ers  'vhich  ultimately  join  the  main  outfall  semer 
on  the  Promenade. 


In  the  Kents  3anh  Area  t’^e  m.al-i  outfoll  S3"'er  passes  under 
tie  Rail  "ay  adjacent  to  Kents  Banh  Station  and  then  along  the 
sea'-'ard  side  of  the  rail  my  embanhment  to  a screening  tank 
(situated  at  Kirhhead  End),  the  outfall  from  "/hich  again 
disc^^arges  into  the  estuary. 


Ths  Cart  Lane  area  drains  into  a sett  Isms 
discharges  via  a tidal  doo/  into  the  estuary, 
■vorking  ■’-'eyond  capacity. 


nt  tank  and  then 
T h is  t a nk  i s 


The  sedimentation  tanks  ”ere  emptied  regularly  and  the 
system  operated  quits  ’-'ell  on  the  ''hole  but  a fen  stoppages 
occurred  due  mainly  to  the  fa’ult  of  onners  depositing  scrubbing 
brushes,  rags  etc,,  in  their  drains. 


All  the  houses  in  the  Urban  District  are  non  provided  nith 
fresh  mater  closets,  there  being  no  privies,  pail  closets  or 
masts  '?ater  closets. 
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Refuse  Col-lection  and  Dls:'^osal. 

A f o:r'tn:.,~nt ly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  '.-as  maintained 
throu.^^liout  the  year.  The  domestic  refuse  is  collected  vith  a 
special  type  -veLii  cle  employing;  a staff  of  t'-'-o,  T-he  Council 
replaced  thr"  s vehicle  mit-h  a dustless  -losdinp;  type  during  the 
year^  v/hich  has  improved  the  collection  service  both  hygienically , 
and  economically  due  to  i-ts  increased  -size. 

Throughout  the  year  a meehly  service  ’’'as  maintained  for  the 
collection  of  trade  refuse.  T'lis  Is  uridev'tahen  jointly  by  the 
spe-cial  vehicle  and  the  ■'"eneral  purpose  vehicle,  employing  in  all 
a staff  of  four.  There  is  no  spec:  al  charge  for  t’.^e  collect'on 
of  trade  refuse, 

• The  •hole  of  the  refuse  is  dealt  mith  at  the  Council's 
incinerator  and  other  '.aterial  llhe  builder’s  refuse  etc,  is 
tipped  adjacent  to  the  inc ncinerator . The  attempt  made  to  stop 
indiscriminate  tipping  has  resulted  in  a;n  i.mprovement  in  the 
state  of  the  -tip. 

Informal  action  'vas  tah.en  in  a fe-'  cases  for  the  provision 
of  refuse  bins,  in  all  the  cases  the  notices  ”’srs  complied  with. 

All  the  ashpits  have  now  been  replaced  ';ith  movable  bins.  There 
are  still  people  "/ho  deposit  refuse  on  the  floor  or  dio  have  not 
a standard  dustbin;  this  somewhat  delays  the  service,  and  better 
co-operation  would  result  in  an  improvement. 

Swimming  Bath, 

A modern  open  air  s’wimming  bath  of  gallons  capacity 

is  u‘.'=ovidsd  and  maintained  by  the  Council.  Sea  ‘"ater  is  taken 
at  appropriate  states  of  the  tide,  filtered,  aerated  and 
chlorinated,  and  when  the  bath  is  in  use  the  "’ater  is  constantly 
circulated  and  treated.  Samples  ta^ren  at  regular  intervals 
during  the  summer  ’'’fere  satisfactory.  A new  chlorination  plant 
was  installed  during  the  year. 

INSPECT  I OF  AITD  SUPEPFhTSloi:  pE  FOOD. 

Details  regarding  the  inspection  of  'eat,  shops,  stalls, 
vehicles  and  places  where  food  is  orepared  are  given  in  the 
report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  as  also  are  particulars  of 
registrations  under  the  Hiik  and  Dairies  Regulations, 
and  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1 9i-!-7  and  194o» 

There  •vere  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  during  the 

year. 


HOiraiFG,_ 


(a)  The  standard  of  housing  is  on  the  average  fairly  good. 

Most  of  the  older  houses  are  stone  structu-.'’es , all  having  the 
T/ater  carriage  system  of  drai;nage,  a:~.d  movable  dustbins.  Most 
of  the  older  a-d  smaller  d"’e‘^. lings  in  Grange  Pell  District  are 
owner-occuoied  end  are  kept  in  reasonable  state  of  repair.  The 
main  defect  to  this  type  of  property  is  the  lack  of  yard  space 
due  to  outbuildings  being  erected  indiscriminately,  but  most 
have  gardens  of  considerable  size,  thereby  reducing  their  density. 

A. part  from  the  aforementioned,  most  other  houses  are  of 
modern  brick  and/or  stone  construction  and  of  a larger  tyne,  having 
all  services. 

With  regard  to  Council  Housing,  Pell  Close  site  is  nearing 
completion  and  another  site  of  twenty  maisonettes  and  flats  for 
housing  the  older  oeoole  is  about*  to  be  develoned  at  Thornfield  Road. 

No  conditions  of  overcrowding  were 


re  oorted 


Statistics 


New  fiousinc:. 


Houses »_  FJLats 

Number  of  new  houses 
erected  during  the  year;- 


1 . 

By 

local 

authority. 

6 

Nil 

2, 

By 

other 

local  authorities. 

Nil 

Nil 

3. 

By 

other 

bodies  or  persons. 

9 

Nil 

Insmection 

of  dws 

lling  hou.ses  during 

the  year:- 

1,  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts), 

(b)  Number  of  ins"^ect ions  ^ formal  or  inform.al, 
made  for  the  nurnose. 


2.  ' (a)  Number  of  dwelling  ho^ises  (included  under 
sub-head  1 . above)  "dnich  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Reg-ulations,  1925  and  1 936. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  .;ade  for  the  purpose. 


3. 

N urn  be:"' 

of  d rellin.g 

houses  found  to  be  in 

state 

so  dangerous 

or  iniurio''S  to  '"ealtt 

as  to 

be  unfit  for 

humai.  ha  hi  tat  ion. 

U. 

Number 

of  d';'elling 

houses  (excln.sive  of 

f'.ose  referred  to  u.nder  th.e  preceding 
sub-biead)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  liuman  hch:;' tat  ion. 


Remedy  of  defects  during  t’r'.e  year  "'ithout  servic 
of  formal  noticess- 


Numbsr  of  defective  d'^'elling  houses  renderec 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  authority  or  N:eir  officers. 

Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year:- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9?  lOy  11 y 12y 
1,3  and  16  of  the  housing.  Act;  1936: 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

S ite s. 

(b)  There  is  onl'^  one  site  used  for  ■'^ovsble  d”'elling£ 
district,  'This  is  used  for  S'''ort  oe??j.ods  ( lithi n the 
limit)  by  the  Cc-mpers  and  informal  action  is  necessnrj 
occasions. 


2 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 


1 

Nil 

Nil 

in  f'le 
statulory 
on 


PaB^/ALBITGE  OF,  ALH)  COITTROL  OVEK , IFPECTIOtfe  DISEi^.SB . 

An  inc„'’eas8  in  the  total  nurnfcsr  of  infectious-  diseases 
notified  ''^■’as  due  nainly  to  outbreaks  of  Tieaslss  in  the  first 
and  third  quarter  of  the  year,  T'-^'o  cases  of  acute  paralytic 
poliomyelitis  occurred / v/ith  identical  dates  of  onset  but  no 
common  source  of  origin  was  discovered. 


: Disease. 

1 sus . 

1949 

1 950: 

1951 

1952 

Numbe 

of 

cases 

r Removed 
to 

, hospital. 

Deaths. 

; Scarlet 
: fever. 

1 : 

0 : 

0 : 

0 ^ 

1 

4 

0 I 

; Measles. 

18  ; 

1 ■: 

68  i 

J . 

1 ; 

18 

0 

0 i 

i ’7ho oping 
; cough. 

2 ; 

3 ' 

19  ^ 

2 

1 1 

0 

0 ' ; 

0 ^ 

Pneumonia. 

2 i 

2 ; 

1 ^ 

0 ; 

2 

1 

0 

0 i 

' Erisipelas. 

0 : 

0 : 

0 i 

0 : 

1 

0 

0 

0 I 

; Polio- 
• myelitis. 

0 ; 

1 

0 :■ 

0 

0 

2 

2 ^ 

1 

: Pood 

; poisoning. 

0 ; 

0 ; 

3 

c 

2 , 

0 ■■ 

r '• 

V-  I 

•;  Totals. 

23  ^ 

7 

91 

25 

3 ' 

i I 

Since  1st  July,  1952,  tbe  policy  has  been  adopted  of 
disinfect inr  houses  only  after  tuberculosis  and  smallpox. 

Bedding  a-nd  clothing  is  still  steam  disinfected  following  air  cases 
where  frese  articles  are  likely  to  be  a m.ethod  of  spread. 


TU3EB9TJI  OSI_S.. 


A total  of  two  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
the  year,  both  respiratory,  one  of  a female  aged  26  years,  and 
the  other  a •rals  aged  70  years. 
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.-.CT  / 1 9.17, 

I'iost  01  u .3  factories  iii  Gran, re  are  alliec  to  otter 
businesses;,  sucb  as  slioos^  ba'i'.ebou.ses  ard  'or^'s'ieps  onerctin^;; 
'uacbires^  are  frerefore  le'jally  dssi;~rated  as  factories,  liost 
of  tnese  ■-ere  visited  and  informaT  action,  necessar^^  on  a fe\7 
occasions  for  -'-ant  of  cleanliness  or  u'asat i sf actory  sanitary 
a c c ommo  d a t i o n , 

I'u.'~’bsr  of 


Premises, 

Kurber 

on 

"V  g (Ti  et er  . 

Inspe  ct ions 

'7ritt  en  i 
Fotices; 

0 c u p i e r s 
Prosecuted . 

Factories  in 
Sections  1,2, 
and  are  to 
enforced  by  7 
Authorities. 

• " ch 

3 y ^-!- 
be 

ocal 

1 

1 

Til  ; 

Hil 

Factories  not 
included  above  in 
••/hic'n  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
J-  o c a 1 A u.t  ho  r i t y . 

21 

1 

2 

Nil 

‘b_ofS  a pd  _pf  f . ce^s  . 


Seventy  ins'^ect ions  "-'ere  '..c-de  under  tbe  shops  act  1950 
and  five  to  offices  u.rLdcr  the  Publ'.c  T' ealt'-.  d ct  193^.  Onl.y 
infor  iial  acthon  'as  necessary  '''’ere  notices  '"fere  not  dis’ila-yed 
and  clsaTilinesc  not  u.-p  to  standard. 

Sch_p_ql^  , , 

Tb.ere  are  t-''rse  schools  /itbin  tb.e  districtp  all  have  a 
satisfactory  rains  -^ater  su'p'plyy  d-ustbiin?-  and  sa-nr-tary 
ac  . o''"od._  tion.  -ill  are  drained  to  t'-e  ''ihlic  se^'er. 

0 f f e n s i v e ? i^  a d e s . 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  o’eeratiny  in  Gran.ye, 
rh:iGh-.L  .-SSISr-iJGB  r 43  and  1Q51  « 

-’as  ta'';en  under  t'^e  c.’-'ove  acts  durin~:  file  year. 


No 

a c"G 

In 

con 

and  f'.e 

Off 

part icul 

■j 

courtesy 

oi  *4' 

In  conclusion,  I t'.o'nh  t'le  nerhe 


ha  1th  Coriiitte 


I have  f s ’-onour  to  be^ 


'our  obedi! 


J. 


' 1. 


:d. 


I'.iedical  Officer  of  Jlealth, 
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Report  of  t:ie  Sanitary  Inspector  on  tlie  Inspection  and 

Supervision  of  Food, 

There  is  still  a lot  of  ivorh  to  be  bone  in  the  ”^ay  of 
improving  food  handling  and  food  preparation. 

Tne  .clean  food  bj/ela'vs  were  'operated  as  far  as  possible  but 
the  chief  remedy  is  in  the  hands  of  t'':e  traders  and  their 
employees. 

Some  traders  showed  enthusiasm  by  installing  glass  display 
units,  but  difficulty  "'as  encountered  '-'ith  a few  who  raised  the 
question  of  expense,  nil  of  the  food  premises  "'ere  visited  at 
least  once  during  the  year  and  on  t’^e  'hole  were  found  to  be 
nf  a Satisfactory  standard.  Where  conditions  'ere  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory,  the  premises  were  re-visited,  and  generally  the 
main. ...cause  for  ■<jampla,ijit’ ■’’'rS'S  "‘care  less  ness  and  apathy. 

As  regards  the  inspection  of  hav^/kers  vehicles  most  of  these 
are- -enclosed  vans  and  none  have  premises  '"'ithin  the  district. 

Ice  Cream. 


Eouipment  for  the  sampling  of  ice-cream  was  purchas-ed  during 
the-year  and  several  samples  "/ere  taken  during  the  late  summer. 
Three  .samples  ’”ere  found  to  be  substand&rd  and  visits  "'ere  paid 
to  the-  premises  to  investigate  the  cause  and  certain  recommendations 
given.  Unfortunately  it  -was  too  late  in  the  season  to  again  sample 
to  as-certain  the  value  of  the -recommendations  as  production  has 
by  t'zls  time— cc-ased* 

Meat  Inspection. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  situates  "'ithin  the  district 
.,and  meat  was  transported  into  the  district  from  the  Ministry 
of  S’ood  abattoir  at  Ulverston.  The  method  of  transport  and 
handling  caused  concern  and  a little  impro\'ement  was  achieved  in 
the  way  of  wrappers  f or" protoetion  during  unloading,  at  the  shops. 

Milk  h Dairies  Re.gulations  i94b« 

There 'is  one  dairy  in  the  district  and  one  dairy  farm,  and 
four  premises  outside  -the  district  registered  -vith  this  authority. 
There  are  six  dealers  licensed  for  the  sale  of  tuber  *-ul in  tested 
milk-and  there  is  .no  heat  treated  or  raw  ( undesignated ) milk  sold 
in  the  district. 

During  the  year  22  samples  of  m.ilk  were  taken  from  dealers 
for  bacteriological  examination,  all  "'ere  found  to  be  of  a 
.satisfactory  standard. 

Informal  action  was  necessary  to  bring  one  dealer's  premises 
up ’to  the  standard  required  to  use  the  special  designation 
"tuberculin  tested". 

Condemnation  of  Food, 

During  the  year  the  following  articles  of  food  were 
■surranlered  after  condemnation, 

10  Tins  T'^eat. 
k Tins  Soup. 

3 Tins  Sardines, 

U Jars  Fruit  Salad, 

1 2 Chickens, 

2 Galls.  Cream. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Yours -obediently . 

H . FAXEI'T)ALE . ' 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


i 

1 


